
THEATER 
EMPOWERS

C O L L E C T I V E  
D R A M A T U R G Y   A N A L Y S I S  



This tool-kit, proposes a 

method guide based on 

Culture and Theater Research 

Association (Cultheater)'s 

Project "Theater Empowers" 

which is executed the 

collaboration of Interkulturell- 

Aktiv e.V. and support of 

Deutsch-Türkische 

Jugendbrücke // Gençlik 

Köprüsü Türkiye-Almanya 

Foundation. 

TOOL-  
KIT



INTRODUCTION
Working with youth through theater has a crucial importance to the 

development of art culture and advocacy of equal opportunities for all. 

Cultheater aims to develop different methodologies to realize this mission. In 

that sense, the project Theater Empowers is one of the stations of our journey. 

This info-kit, is prepared as a guide to realizing collective drama, staging and 

direction practices. We aim to make a contribution to different associations, 

youth groups and theater groups from the methodological perspective. 



The individual and collective aspect of the learning process always 

emerges at the same time in brain-storming periods. The individuals’ 

experiences and perspectives represent the individual aspect, while the 

community that the participants create together in their society 

represents the collective aspect. Collective aspect is all the experiences 

that the participants have in common in the same social and cultural 

context of the workshop. 

All in all, we conduct the workshop to emerge different and mutual 

opinions on Bertolt Brecht's understanding of theater by encouraging 

each participant to make contributions on the dramaturgy analysis on 

Brecht's play The Caucasian Chalk Circle. 



TOOLS FOR 
COLLECTIVE 

DRAMATURGY 
 ANALYSIS 



Collective analyze practice 
encourages people to express their 
opinion freely and learn from each 
other. Therefore, creating the 
egalitarian space environment is the 
first step of our activities. In that 
sense, teambuilding exercises and 
ice-breaking games have significant 
importance. 

TEAM 
BUILDING 
EXERCISES 

The main point of the team building 
exercises is the creation of a 

friendly, democratic and warm 
environment to encourage 

participants to express their ideas 
and objections freely. Through 

these exercises, the participants 
become more enthusiastic to 
understand and discuss each 

participant’s arguments on the topic 
without creating a hostile 

environment. 



PRESENTATIONS

To increase the participation of the individuals, the 

training should offer opportunities to the 

participants. 

 In that sense, the participants are asked to present 

their interests related to the project content. 

Through the presentations, the participants have to 

research intensely and focus on their presentation 

topics. They improve their public speaking and 

presentation skills.  



ROUND-TABLE 
MEETINGS Round-Table Meetings are 

supporting tools to create a 

friendly environment for 

discussion and encouraging 

participants to express their 

ideas. The big groups may be 

intimated for the people to 

participate. Round-Table 

Meetings with small groups 

sustain a detailed theme 

study in a participatory 

environment. The key point 

of the round-table meetings 

is to clarify the topics 

discussed in presentations. 



USING 
PERFORMATIVE 
METHODS

The performative exercises 

are useful to concrete the 

discussions by actions. In the 

workshop, to clarify Brechtian 

terms like gestus, alienation; a 

physical action was 

determined and performed to 

understand and discuss the 

topics of presentations and 

round-table meetings. 

Performative exercises must 

be semi-structured and 

focused on the related topics. 

To increase the participation, 

Augusto Boal’s Forum Theater 

method can be useful.  



CRITICAL 
ANALYSIS  OF 
RELATED 
PERFORMANCES 
OF DIFFERENT 
THEATER 
COMPANIES

In the workshop, all participants 
from Turkey and Germany 
watched Bertolt Brecht’s play 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle 
directed by Michael Thalheimer 
at Berliner Ensemble. Watching 
different groups’ performances 
open spaces to compare and 
contrast the application of 
theater theories in real life. In 
Theater Empowers project, the 
participants encounter with a 
different interpretation of the 
Brecht’s play. Therefore, the 
comparison between theory and 
practice became more efficient. 



CONCLUSION
Collective Studies in youth-art groups empower the social 

dialogue through theoretical, sociological and artistic 

discussions among people. The key point of collective art 

workshops is not only reaching a concrete product but merely 

create a participatory and egalitarian process for young 

people. By dissemination of collective art workshops through 

participants’ experiences in their art groups is the best result 

for our workshop.  
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